
RCIA - The Rite of Christian Initiation of Adults 

 Information Sheet  
  

An Introduction and Explanation  

  

  

  

Almost everyone who has worked with the RCIA, has ended up being put 

into an awkward situation by finding out at the last minute that the 

reception of a given catechumenate is either not possible or is going to 

entail some very difficult decisions that should not be made in a rushed 

manner.  The examples are legion, but I will recount but two.  The purpose 

of this questionnaire is to avoid these last minute surprises and to enable 

us to deal with these problems in a proper, pastoral way.  

  

These questions have been developed by looking at all the horror stories I 

have heard from priests and then asking:  How could someone have found 

out about this problem sooner?  What question(s) should have been 

asked at the start of the RCIA process?  

  

There are a number of questions, which are designed to identify problems:  

moral, marriage, and pastoral.  I will now identify those questions which 

should raise a warning flag for you so that the candidate can be properly 

pastured.  

 

GENERAL INFORMATION  

  

The only problematic question in this section is where we ask: “Single, Married,  

Widow/widower, Divorced, Separated, Common-Law”  

  

The answer “Divorced” or “Separated” will entail both pasturing and the Marriage 

Tribunal.  

  

The answer Common-law (living together) will entail morality and pasturing.  

  

  

  

RELIGIOUS HISTORY  

  

If the answer to #2 (“Denomination of Baptism”) is not a main line Christian Church, it 

must determined if we accept the Baptism as valid.  

  



If no certificate is available, the proof of the Baptism must be worked out.  

  

Questions 3, 4, 5 and 6 are merely to help situate the condition of a Baptized Catholic 

who is returning to the Faith, or who was never fully instructed.  

  

  

  

MARRIAGE HISTORY  

  

This page is important, as the status of the marriage of the inquirer is so very important.  

If the Church cannot recognize the marriage of the Inquirer, it makes the reception into 

the Church a very difficult pastoral and moral question.  This page is where most of the 

truly difficult problems will come to light.  

  

Questions 5 and 6 are the ones that raise the warning flag.  If the answer to either 

question is “Yes”, you must proceed very carefully and with caution.  There is no doubt 

that the marriage tribunal will need to become involved.  If the previous spouses are 

deceased, the issue can be dealt with very easily.  

  

If the answer to #5 and/or 6 is “Yes”, you must make sure that you know of all previous 

marriages.  All the questions under 5 or 6 must be answered for each marriage.  If there 

are multiple marriages it makes the situation even more difficult.  

  

  

  

RCIA INFORMATION SHEET  

We welcome you, as you begin the process of looking at the Roman Catholic Church.  

We will do all that we can to help you on this Faith journey.  The first thing we ask of you 

is that you complete this questionnaire.  

  

This questionnaire is a useful tool so that we may serve you better and get to know you 

and your particular situation.  It may seem to be long but each question is asked for a 

particular purpose, although that purpose may not apply to you specifically.  

  

Please answer all questions that apply to you as fully as possible.  The questions that do 

not apply to you should be left blank.  For the “Yes” / “No” questions please check the 

appropriate box.  If there are any questions that you do not understand or are 

uncomfortable with you may leave them blank and these can be discussed with either 

Father or the RCIA director.  

  

Your answers will be treated as confidential and will only be seen by the RCIA director 

and the priest.  



  

After you complete this questionnaire, an appointment will be set up for you with either 

the priest or the RCIA director.  

  

May God bless you and be with you as you journey with us.  

  

General Information  

Today’s Date:      

  

Legal Name (including middle name):      

  

Address:      

  

       

 
  

Full Name of Mother (include maiden name):      

  

Full Name of Father:      

  

Your Occupation:      

  

Marital Status (circle one of the following):  

Single   Married   Widow/widower   Divorced   Separated   Common-law (living together)  

  

Present religious affiliation:      

  

Children (if any); please indicate name, age and whether baptized:  

  

      

  

      

  

      

Home/Cell  Phone:        W ork   Phone :         

E - mail:        

Date of Birth:        Place of Birth (city &  state )   :       

Age:         Maiden name  ( if applicable ):         



  

  

Religious History 

1. Are you Baptized?   Yes   No  

  

  If “No”, move to Question 7  

  

  If “Yes”, date of Baptism:      

    

  Name of Godparents:      

  

2. If “Yes”, what denomination:      

  

  Do you have access to a Baptismal certificate?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  

  Place of Baptism (church, city and state):  

  

     
   

  

3. If Roman Catholic, have you made your first Confession?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  

  If “Yes”, when and where?      

  

4. If Roman Catholic, have you made your first Holy Communion?   

     Yes   No   Not sure   If “Yes”, when and where?      

  

5. If Roman Catholic, have you been Confirmed?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  

  If “Yes”, when and where?      

  

6. At this point in time, which of the following statements best describes your present 

feelings / thoughts about the possibility of joining the church?  

 I need much more information about the Roman Catholic Church before I 

would consider joining.  

 I am considering joining, but I am still unsure about it.  

 I am fairly sure that I would like to join, but I need some time to study and pray 

about it.  



 I am very sure that I want to join the Roman Catholic Church.  

  

Marriage History 

1. Are you currently in a cohabitation arrangement?  Yes   No (  Are 

you living with girlfriend / boyfriend?)  

2. Are you currently engaged to be married?   Yes   No   Not sure  

If “Yes”: Name (of fiancée):      

  Address:      

  Religion:    Proposed wedding date:      

 

 If he/she is 

still alive:  

   

 Where were 

you married?   

   

   

 By whom?      

  Is your 

previous 

spouse a 

baptized 

Christian?  

Yes   No   Not sure  

  Is your previous spouse a Roman Catholic?  Yes   No   Not sure  

3.  Are you currently married? (If “No”, move to #5)    Yes   No  

  Name of Spouse:      

4.  Date and place of marriage?      

5.  Does your spouse have any religious affiliation?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  If “Yes”, the religion of your spouse?      

6.  Were you ever married before?  

  If “Yes”, how many times?        

 Yes   No  

  If “Yes”, is he/she deceased?   Yes   No   Not sure  

    If deceased, date of death:      

  If he/she is still alive:   

    Where were you married?      

    By whom?      

  Is your previous spouse a baptized Christian?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  Is your previous spouse a Roman Catholic?   Yes   No   Not sure  

  Have you ever applied for an annulment?   Yes   No   Not sure  

7.  Was your current spouse ever married before?  

  If “Yes”, how many times?        

 Yes   No   Not sure  

  If “Yes”, is he/she deceased?   Yes   No   Not sure  

    If deceased, date of death:      



  Have you ever applied for an annulment?  Yes   No   Not sure General 

Questions 

1. What or who has led you to want to know more about the Roman Catholic Faith?  

  

  

2. What are some of the questions or concerns you have about the Roman Catholic 

Church?  

  

  

3. Please describe the amounts and types of religious studies you have had an 

opportunity to take part in, either as an adult or as a child.  

  

  

4. What contact have you had with the Roman Catholic Church to date?  

  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 Photo Release 

 

I _____________________, hereby give Mater Dolorosa Church permission to use my photograph in all 

its publications.  I understand and agree that the photographs will become property of Mater Dolorosa and 

will not be returned. 

I acknowledge that since my participation with Mater Dolorosa is voluntary, I will receive no monetary 

compensation.   

Mater Dolorosa has my permission to edit, alter, copy, exhibit and publish this photo in their programs or 

publications (Clarion Herald) and I waive the right to inspect or approve the finished product.  I also waive 

the right to royalties or other compensation arising or related to the use of the photographs, videos, etc. 

I release Mater Dolorosa from all claims and demands which I, or any other person acting on my behalf. 

I am at least 18 years of age, have read any fully understand the contents of this release. 

 

Participants name: ___________________________________________ 

Signature: __________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 ARCHDIOCESE OF NEW ORLEANS- MATER DOLOROSA CHURCH 

COVID-19 

CONSENT FORM AND LIABILITY WAIVER  
 

Participant’s name: ________________________________________________________  

Home address: ___________________________________________________________  
Home phone: ________________________ Business phone: ______________________ 

The novel coronavirus, COVID-19, has been declared a worldwide pandemic by the World 
Health Organization. COVID-19 is extremely contagious and as a result, social distancing is 
recommended.  Mater Dolorosa will follow state and local standards of conduct and has put in 
place reasonable preventative measures to reduce the spread of COVID-19 at its Church 
activity.  However, even though such standards will be followed, and reasonable measures put 
into place, Mater Dolorosa cannot guarantee that you will not become infected with COVID-
19. Further, attending the Church activity could increase your risk of contracting COVID-19.  

By signing this agreement, I acknowledge the contagious nature of COVID-19 and that I may 
be exposed to or infected by COVID-19 by participating in the parish activity and that such 
exposure or infection may result in personal injury, illness, permanent disability, and death. I 
understand that the risk of becoming exposed to or infected by COVID-19 at Mater Dolorosa 
may result from the actions, omissions, or negligence of myself and others, including, but not 
limited to, Parish employees, volunteers, and program participants and their families. 

I further agree on behalf of myself and my spouse, our heirs, successors, and assigns, 
to release, indemnify, hold harmless, and defend Mater Dolorosa and The Roman 
Catholic Church of the Archdiocese of New Orleans, their members, directors, officers, 
employees, agents and representatives (“indemnitees”) associated with the event 
arising from or in connection with the negligent acts or omissions of the indemnitees’ 
in relation to prevention of the spread of the COVID-19 virus.  I SPECIFICALLY 
ACKNOWLEDGE AND AGREE THAT I AM AGREEING TO DEFEND, INDEMNIFY 
AND HOLD HARMLESS THE INDEMNITEES’ FROM THEIR OWN NEGLIGENCE IN 
REGARD TO THE INDEMNITEES’ NEGLIGENT ACTION AND/OR INACTION IN 
REGARD TO PROTECTION AGAINST THE COVID-19 VIRUS.  
Signature: ___________________________________________ Date: 

_____________________                 

 


